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A Sermon, 


x PETER, iv. It. 


* 


IF ANY MAN SPEAK, LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD. 


'T'HAT great benevolent Being, of whom, and through 
whom, and to whom, are all things, hath in a wonderful and 
diſcriminating manner exhibited his goodneſs to the human 
race. While the angels, who kept not their firſt eftate, are re. 

ſerved in chains, under darkneſs, to the judgment of the great 
day, we may receive it, as a faithful ſaying and worthy of all 
acceptation, that God bath not ſent his Son into the world, 10 con- 
demn the world; but that the world through him might be ſaved. 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. It hath not 
only pleaſed God, who is an abſolute Sovereign, and who is 
good, and doeth good, to collect from the ruins of human 
apoſtaſy a church unto himſelf, which ſhall be to the praiſe 
of his grace, while immortality endures ; but he hath made 
many glorious and intereſting promiſes reſpecting it, and 
conferred upon it many ſignal privileges and bleſſings. 
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Among the numerous expreſſions of his goodneſs, and of 
his provident care for the inſtruction, and moral improve» 
ment of men, we notice the inſtitution of the chriſtian 
miniſtry. That promiſe, I 2011 give you paſiors accoraing to 
mine own heart, which ſhall feed you with knowledge and under- 
ftanging, is a promile, which bicathes a ſpirit of good will to 


men. Paſtors and teachers are among thoſe gifts, which 


Chriſt when he led captivity captive, received and gave to 
men, for the perſecting of the a nis. foi the work of the miniſ- 
try, for the edifying of the baay of Crit. And thole, whoſe 
minds are impreſſed with a due ſenſe of the importance of 


divine and ſpiritual things, will be ready to exprels the grate- 


ful and devout feelings of their hearts in language like the 
following :— How beautiful are ihe feet of them, that preach 
the goſpe! of p ace, and bring glad 1idings of good things ! I he 


ſphere in which miniſters of religion move, is honorable, 


and important. The'r work is a good work, They are 


not left to make a random fleerage through liſe, nor to pro- 
pagate ſchemes and ſentiments of their own, They att 28 
ambaſſadors. They prove their infru&ions communicated to 
them; and they are to preach not themſelves, but Chriſt Je- 
us the Lord, The words of the text are peiulttarls aprlte 
cable to them. 4H any nan ſpeak, let him ſj eak as the orucles 
of God. | 

In the following diſcourſe, ſome notice will be taken of 
the ſuperior excellence of the oracles if God above all other 
writings; of the duty of miniſters in their preachirg to ad- 
here to the principles and inſtructions of divine reveiation ; 
of the motives, which ſhould influence th-m to fidelity, and 
of the unreaſonable neſs of finding fault with preachers, w. en 
they ſpeak as the oracie of God, | 

Let us notice the {uperior excellence of the oracles of 
God above all other writings. | 

By oracles of God, we may underſtand that fvſtem of 

truths, of doctrines and moral inſtructions contained in 
the ſcriptures of the old and new Teſtament. What writings 


or compoſitions give ſuch rational, ſubilne and exalted views. 


of the perfections and attributes of Deity, and of the nature, 

extent and importance of moral virtue? I] hey ſhow to man 

what is good. They direct him in his moſt important in- 
L tereſts 


LS aw bid 


EF 
tereſts and! concerns. They are æ complete rule of faith and 


practice. They reſpect not only a man's external d port- 


ment, but the heart, They inculcate the pureſt views, and 
fincerity untainted with the leaſt mixture of hypocriſy. 
Ihe morives alſo, by which they enforce the practice of 
theſe things, which are true, Boneft, jun, pure, lovely and of 
good report, are great and glorious. 

1 allufion to the light and privileges of divine revela- 
tion Moſes enquires, with tranſports of admiration and joy; 
Woat dition is thee fo great, 1599 hath God fo nigh unto them, 
as the Lord our God ti; in alt things that we call uon him for f 


Aud what nation is there ſo great, thar hath flatutes and judg- 


me In ſe righteons, as a this latu which I [et before von this 
day? And fiys St. Paul to T m thy, All ſcriplurè is given by 
inſpiralion of God, and is profitab'e for dyctrine, fir reproof, for 
correction, for inſtructi n in ri, hteoujneſs ; that the man of God 
may be perfett, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 1o9rks. 

It is moſt certain, that, if mankind were united in a be- 
lief of the «\@rines, which are pointed out in the facred 
oracles, and were influenced by the rules and maxims of 
moral conduct there preſcribed, focial order and happinefs 
would be greatly promoted. God would be worſhipped in 


fbi it and in truth, Men would live like a band of brothers, 


and their union, harmony and love would be like the due of 
Hermon, and as the due that deſcended upon the mountains of 
Zion. Thoſe hoſtile paſſions, which agitate the world with 
contentions and animoſity, with bio»dthed and defolation, 
would be ſuppreffed. The hearts of men would univerſally 
glow with piety, generofity and kindneſs. The wolf and 1he 
lamb would lie down. together ; and there would be nothin 

to hurt or deſtroy in all the holy mountain. Rulers would be 


juſt men ruling, in the fear of God. Subjects would lead quiet 


and peaceable lives in all godlineſi and honeſty. Parents and 
children, maſters and ſervants, and perſons in all the various 
connexions of lite, would perform the duties in umbent on 
them with mutual readinels and delight. Ia ſhort, their feet 
would be guided in the way of peace here, and a bliſsful im- 
mortality would await them, when called to quit their pre- 
ſeat, and enter upon a new mode of exiſtence. Fa 
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This leads me to remark, that there is among other things, 


this ſuperior excellence in the oracles of God above all other 


writings, they bring into view the mediatorial kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt. They afford light and comfort, where other 
writings can only deal in uncertain conjecture. The oracles 


of God illuminate the dark valley of the ſhadow of death. 


They exhibit life and immortality to-view, and give the ful- 
leſt aſſurance to ſuch as believe the report of the goſpel, and 
ſubmit to its great practical deſign, that, though their earthly 
beuje of this tabernacle were diſſolved, they ſhall inhabit a d- 
ing of God, an houſe not made with hands, and receive a crown 
of life and glory, which fadeth not away. 

It ſeems that, if men would, with ſeriouſneſs, candor and 
impartiality, examine the internal and external evidence of the 
truth and authenticity of the holy ſcriptures, the numerous 
conſiderations, that might be produced to evince their divine 
original, the nature of the doctrines taught, the excellence 
of the inſtrudtions given, the miracles wrought in teſtimony 
of tne truth of the divine miſſion of thoſe, who were em- 


played as meſſengers, or publiſhers of the ſyſtem, and the 


tulfilment of the numerous predictions interſperſed here and 
there through the ſacred volume, they, inſtead of being 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, would pronounce thoſe 


| happy ; happy in reſpect to time and happy in reſpect to 


eternity, who are built upon the foundation of the Apoſiles and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief corner ſtone. 

But however true, important and intereſting revealed re- 
ligion is; yet its progreſs and influence have been obſtructed 
by a ſpirit of infidelity, Men have come forward with their 
obj<ctions, and taken the field with all the aid, which wit and 
ſatire could afford. But their objections have been ſo ſatis- 
ſacterily anſwered, and the miſts, which their ſatirical talents 
hid raiſed to conceal the truth, ſo thoroughly diſſipated, that 
the faith of many, inſtead of being ſhaken, hath collected 


new ſtrength. 


Bithop WATSON, | in a late reply to one of the oppolers 
of rev: ealed religion, fays, © What I blame you for, is this, that 
you have attempied to leſſen the authority of the bible by 
ri-licu'e more than by reaſon ; that you have brought for- 


Ward every petty objection, which your ingenuity could diſ- 
cover, 


( 


cover, or your induſtry pick up from the writings of others:; 
and without. taking any notice of: the anſwers, which have: 
been repeatedly given to theſe objections, you urge and en- 
force them, as if they were new. There is fome novelty, at 
leaſt in your manner, for you go beyond all others in bold- 
neſs of aſſertion and in profaneneſs of argumentation.” 
The author, on whoſe publication the Biſhop: makes his: 
ſtrictures, remarks, Should the bible & teſtament hereafter; 
fall, it is not I that have been the occaſion.” To which he 
replies, You look, I think, upon your production with a 
parent's partial eye, when you ſpeak: of it in ſuch a ſtyle of 
ſelf-complacency. The bible, Sir, has withſtood the learn- 
ing of Porphyry, and the power of Julian, to ſay nothing of the 
manichean Fauyſfus—it has reſiſted the genius of Bolingbroke, 
and the wit of Yo/taire, to ſay nothing of a numerous herd 
of inferior aſſailants, and it will not fall by your force. You: 
have barbed anew the blunted arrows of former adverſaries ; 
you have feathered them with blaſphemy and ridicule; dipped 
them in your-deadlieſt poiſon ; aimed them with your utmoſt 


till; ſhot them againſt the ſhield of faith with your utmoſt 


vigour ; but, like the feeble javelin of aged Priam, they will 
ſcarcely reach the mark, will fall to the ground without a. 
ſtroke.” | | 

We paſs on to notice the duty of miniſters, in their 
preaching, to adhere to the principles and inſtructions of 
divine revelation. 

If miniſters were to preach for doctrines the command- 
ments of men, or were they to advance a ſyſtem of faith 
and practice, which does not comport with the oracles of 
God, they would pervert the end and defign of their office. 
They are not ſent forth to preach or propagate a new religion, 
but to explain and enforce the religion, which is contained 
in the word of God. If the religion, which the miniſters of 
Chriſt preach, appear new to others, it is not a novelty, whicli 
they have invented. | | ; 

When the prophets of old were ſent forth to proclaim 
important meſſages to men, they ſpake, as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoft,and their errand was commonly ſanctioned with 
words to this effect; thus ſaith the Lord. When they were. 


ſent. forth as prophets, or teachers of men, it was the will ot 
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meſſage of God which they were to proclaim. The Prophet 
that bath a dr eam, let him tell a dream ; and he that hath my 
word, let him ſpear my word faithfully : what is the chaff to 
the wheat ? ſaith the Lord. The following are the words ad- 
dreſſed to Ezekiel, Son of man, I have made thee a waichman 
unto the houſe of Iſrael : therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. And thou ſhall ſpeak my 
words, whether they will hear, or wether they will forbear, 
When Chriſt ſent forth his Apoſtles to preach the goſpel 
among all nations, he directed them what to do, and among 
other things, faid, Teaching them to obſerve all things, cuba toeu- 


er I have command:d you. He had iuſtructed them in the na- 


ture and deſign of his kingdom, and theſe inſtructions were 
to be the invariab'e rule of their preaching. And they were 
viewed by thoſe, who received their meſſage, as fervants 
of the moſt high God, who ſhewed to men the way of ſal- 
vation, Hence Paul and op and Timotheus, in an 
epiſtle to the Theſclonians, lay, For this cauſe 3 thank we 
God without ceaſing, becauſe, when ye receive the word of God, 
which ye beard of 1 we rc ceived il not as the word of men, but 
as it is, in ſrulh, the word of God, which effeftually worketh 

4⁴ſ in you that believe, It was the bulinels of the Apoſtles, 
who were {ent forth to propagate the chriſtian lyſtem, to de- 
clare ſuch things as they had heard, as they had ſeen with their 
eres, had /ooked upon, and their hands had hand/ed of the word 


of life. So fully perſuaded were they of their fidelity, in pur- 


juing the inſtructions, which were given them, that _ In 
his epiſtie to the Galatians does not heſitate to fay, But 
tough we, or au ange! from heaven, preach à iy other goſpe! unto 


you, than that, which we have preached uito you, let him be 


accu ſed. 

And if it were the duty of the prophets of old, and of 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt to conforin, in their meſſages to men, 
to the divine inſtructions, which they had received, we may 
with equal reaſon conclu: le that, it is the duty of miniſters, 
at the pretent day, to adhere, in their preaching, to tlie prin- 
ciples and inſtructions of divine revelation. And unleſs this 
be the caſe with them, we do not heſitate to lay, that they 
cannot be conſidered as good miniſters of Chriſt and faithful 
ſtewards of the miſteries of God. 

If 
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If this be true, perhaps, it may be thought, by ſome, 
that the taſk of miniſters is light and eaſy. But to be able 
to underſtand the meaning and import of particular places 
in ſcripture, to illuſtrate the connexion, harmony and con- 
ſiſtency of its ſeveral parts, to defend the goſpel againſt the 
attacks of infidels, and to convince, or ſtop the mouths of 
gainfayers; to know how to apply the rules and directions 
of ſcripture, to the ſtate of ſociety, or of particular indivi- f 
duals; rightly to divide the word of truth, ſo as 70 give ev- 
ery man his porſion in due ſeaſon; or to be as a ſcribe well in- 
Arucied unto the kingdom of heaven, who can with eaſe and per- 
tinency, bring out of his treaſure things new and eld, a miniſter 
muſt give himſelf to reading, meditation and prayer. Theſe 
things will require diligent application, and laborious re- 
ſearches after the truth. 

It will be an obje& with miniſters to inſpire their hearers 
with rational, confiſtent and adoring views of the being, per- 
fections and government of God, of the character of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of the offices of the Holy Spirit; to give ajufl 
Ratement of the doctrines of free grace, and of the neceſſi- 
ty and importance of holineſs, of man's weakneſs and inſuf- 
ficiency, and of tendered aid and aſſiſtance; to ſolve the 
coubting, to cheer the ſorrowful, and to animate the believer 
in the ways of well doing. In ſhort, they will endeavour to 
make ſuch a juſt ſtatement of the reaſonableneſs and i impor- 
tance of religion, and of the rewards annexed to a virtuous 
and obedient life, a life conſecrated to the ſervice of Deity; 
and the nature and conſequence of fin and impenitency, as 
ſhall move their hearers, who duly regard things in their con- 
nexion and real importance, to avoid zhat which is evil, and 10 
cleave to that, which is good; that ſo they may be profitable 
to the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt has made them overſeers, 
and be inſtrumental of their progreſſion in knowledge and 
ſpiritual perfection. 

We proceed to ſuggeſt ſome motives, which fhould in- 
fluence them to fidelity. 

The favour and continued regard of the people, among 
whom they labour in word and doctrine, ſhould be a motive 
with miniſters to be faithful, when people have reaſon 
to view miniſters as unfaithful, or as withholding the — 

wor 
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word of admonition and reproof, through fear of giving of- 
ſence, will they not be apt to deſpiſe ſuch miniſters, and 
treat them with contempt ? On the contrary, are : m:niſters 
prudent and faithful, deſirous to promote the inſtruction 
and moral improvement of their hearers, to promote the 
good order and real happineſs of the people, among whom 
they reſide, as public teachers of religion, will not they be 
generally reſpected, though duty may ſometimes call them to 
exhibit truth in ſuch a point of light, as to excite a ſudden, 
temporary irritation. 

Another motive to fidelity, in the miniſterial office, is the 
hope, or proſpect of being uleful to the fouls of men, being 
inſtrumental of advancing the cauſe of religion, and of: build- 
ing up. the Redeemer's kingdom in the world. Though 
miniſters may hive reaſon to complain, that their labours are 
too unſucceſsful, yet they are often inſtrumental of doing 
good, And if they can entertain the hope, that they ſhall 
be the means of . diffuſing uſeful: knowledge, of ſtiring up he 
pure mind by way of - remembrance, of checking the progreſs of 
vice, and of prevailing with any to pay a ferious attention 
to the great ſalvation, which the goſpel propoſes, they ſhould 
be animated to faithful exertions. If miniſters fee and : teel 
the importance of religion, it muſt gie them ; peculiar joy 
and ſatisfaction, to find that thoſe committed to their care 
— the things which belong to their peace, and walk in the 
Truth. 

It may alſo be ſuggeſted, that if miniſters: be faithful, 
they have reaſon to hope that Chriſt will be with: them, and 
that his grace-will be ſufficient for them. This thought 
ſhould encourage and. quicken them amidſt all their trials 
and difficulties, amidſt all their labours:and ſervices. 

We.add,' that a conſideration of the approbation and re- 
ward, which faithful miniſters will receive from their divine 
Lord and Maſter, ſhould move thoſe, who enter upon the 
office, to be faithful in the + diſcharge of the duties of it. 
And if they may but finiſh their Courſe with joy, and | whe 
the Chief Sbepberd ſhall appear receive a crown of glory, which 
fadeth mol away, they: ſhould not. count even their lives dear 
to themielves ; they ſhould be willing to ſpend and be fpent 
in the ſervice. of fouls: and the, Redeemer. And ſuch will be 
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the Jot: of the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, Whether they he 
{ucceſsful or not. | 

Gloomy will! be the caſe, - and aggravated the condemna- 

tion of miniſters, if after they bave preached to others, it after 
all the means and advantages of knowledge and happinels, 
they have enjoyed, they themſelves . ſhould be caſt aways. 
But it is to be hoped, that love to God, to the Redeeraer, 
and to the ſouls of men will ſtimulate the ſacerdotal order 
to take heed to the miniſtry, which they have received in 
the Lord, that they fulfil it, and that in ſo doing, they may 
ſave both, themſelves and thoſe who hear them. 

Let us now juſt: hint at the unreaſonableneſs and danger 
of finding fault with preachers, when they peak as the orac{es 
of God. 

Miniſters do not claim dominion over the faith of men, 
but they wiſh to be helpers of their joy. It is their aim to 
exhibit truth, and they appeal to the judgment and under- 
ſtanding of thoſe, whom they addreſs, as to the propriety 
and importance of what they ſay. They often meet with 
thoſe, who in ſome reſpects differ from them in opinion; but 
who are poſſeſſed of noble, generous and candid minds. No 
fearful apprehenſions are to be entertained reſpecting men 
of this deſcription. . But they are : ſometimes called to deal 
with unreaſonable men, men of corrupt minds, men who 
love darkneſs rather than light, and who are unwilling to 
have the truth exhibited. But ſhall miniſters be conſidered 
as enemies, becauſe they tell you the truth, and truth, which 
3s of a ſerious, intereſting, and infinitely important nature ? 
Do they any thing more than duty calls them to do? And 
if they ſpeak as the oracles of God, is it not unreaſonable to 
blame, to fault them. 

Motives or. deſigns are. often unjuſtly imputed to miniſt- 
ers. They conceive it to be their duty to hold up vice to 
view in its odious nature, and dreadful tendency. And at is 
not. unuſual for offences to be noticed, of which ſome of their 
hearers may have been, guilty, and perhaps recently. Such 
individuals conſider themſelves as particularly pointed at, and 
others think the ſame, whereas: the miniſters themſelves: had 
not the moſt diſtant idea of the applicability of the remarks 
to thoſe, who made the particular application. And N 

they, 


( 14) 


they, in conſequence of ſuch things, meet with any kind of 
abuſe, or diſreſpect, would it not be without any juſt found- 
adion ? To find fault, when they ſpeak as the oracles of 
God, betrays an ignorant head or a perverſe heart. 
It is dangerous as well as unreaſonable. It is in effect to 
find fault with the ſyRem of God's moral government; and 
if men be not reconciled to God's moral government, if 
they diſregard his meſſages, and /t at nowght all his counſel 
and reproof, they ſhall eat of the fruit of their own way and be 


filled with their own devices, They may, when, perhaps, it 


is forever too late, be ready to lament, and ſay, How have wwe 
bated inſtructian and our hearts deſpiſed reproof, and have not 
obe ed the voice of our teachers, nor inclined our ear to them, 
2000 wh) ucted us. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


IF the preceding obſervations have truth and propriety 
for their baſis, then we may infer, that thoſe, who wiſh to 
leſſen the credit, and deſtroy the influence of revealed reli- 
gion, may be ranked among the moſt dangerons enemies of 
mankind. They oppoſe a ſyſtem which is truly benevolent, 
which 1s friendly to the rights of man ; friendly to the order, 
peace and happineſs of ſociety ; friendly to rulers ; friendly to 
ſubjects; friendly to the rich ; friendly to the poor ; friend- 
ly in reſpect to time; and friendly in reſpect to eternity. 
How much then is it to be lamented, that any ſhould re- 
preſent the chriſtian ſyſtem only as a cunningly diviſed fable, 
and employ their wit and talents to bring the ſcriptures of 
the old and new teſtament into contempt. - And can it be 
wondered, that thoſe, who are ſet for the defence of the gol- 
pel, and to keep up in the world a knowledge of and belief 
in the doctrines and duties of revealed religion, ſhould diſ- 
Play great zeal and peculiar concern, at this day of darknefs 
and ſpreading infidelity ? 
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Who will be ſo uncandid as to impute our zeal and con- 
cern to an anxiety about a temporal ſupport? Though ſome 
of us, who have borne the burden and heat of the day, who 
find ourſelves greatly ener vated by a ſtudious, ſedentary life, 
might by being driven from our office and employment, be 
left in a pitiful condition; yet others of us could mingle 
with our fellow citizens, in the common purſuits and occu- 
pations of life, and ſtand an equal chance with them to gain 
a comfortable ſubſiſtance. But, alas! what would be the 
ſtate of ſociety, if certain renovating, demoralizing princi- 
ples which are exhibited on the theatre of the eaſt, ſhould 
{pread among us? What means to acquire property, or what 
ſecurity in the poſſeſſion? And who would there be to de- 
fend the honor and chaſtity of our wives, and of our daugh- 
ters. Perhaps the huſband, the father might be the helpleſs 
ſpectator of the infamy and ruin of his wife, of his daughter. 
And how would our beloved offspring be educated ? Inſtead 
of {eing our ſons, as plants grown up in their youth, and our 
daughters, as corner ſtones, poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a pa- 
lace we might expect to {ce them ſtimulated by precept and 
example in all the purſuits of violence, rapine, debauchery 
and blaſphemy. 
' Though we do not profeſs to diſcard the propriety -of 
this idea, that thoſe, who preach the goſpel, ſhould live of 
the goſpel ; yet our zeal and concern, at the preſent day, do 
not originate from an anxiety about a temporal ſupport. We 
tremble for the ark of God, for the cauſe of religion. Our 
zeal and concern have the glory of God, the peace and proſ- 
perity of ſociety, and the preſent and future happineſs of our 
tellow men for their object. And may we be improved, 
as the inſtruments of carrying the benevolent defigns of re- 
vealed religion into effect, ſo that we may ſee thole, with 
whom we are concerned, walking in the the truth, walking 
in wiſdom's ways, walking in that narrow path, which lead- 
eth to life everlaſting. 

On this occaſion, my Fathers and Brethren in the mini- 
try will permit a word of congratulation and exhortation. 

Amidſt all the revolutions and anarchy of the preſent 
eventiul day, we behold with pleaſure, that the altars of God, 


which have been erected in our land, inſtead of being Gene 
Hlhed. 
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liſhed, ſtand reſpected, and that on days conſecrated for ſo- 
cial worſhip, inſtead of ſeeing our temples deſerted, and the 
walls left: bare, they are more or leſs in all our towns, whoſe 
breaſts glow with piety, and delight, when it is ſaid Let us! 
go ino the houſe of the Lord. Theſe things ſhould not only: 
excite: our gratitude, but quicken; us in our endeavours to 
promote the inſtruction and moral improvement of thoſe, 
who tavour' us with their preſence'and attention; 

May we ever {peak as the oracles of God; and inſtead of 
having the mortification to ſee our people deſert our miniſ- 
tty, and wonder forth in the- paths of error and deluſion, 
may we have the happineſs to ſee, that they obey from the 
heart, that form of doctrine, which is taught by the ſpirit 
ot inſpiration. Thus may we and they be united in the du- 
ties and ſervices aſſigned us here, and be forever happy toge- 
ther hereafter in manſions of prepared glory and bleſſedneſs. 

My reſpected young friend, who is this day to be ſeparat- 
ed unto the work of the goſpel miniſtery, whereunto he 1s: 


called, claims my attention: 


DEAR SIR, 


That you have been priviledged with a birth and 
education in a land of Goſpel light, that from a child you 
have known the holy ſcriptures, that you have deſcended 
from patents, whoſe great aim has been to inſti] into the 
minds of their offspring an early ſenſe of the importance of. 
religion, and who have had both an inclination and ability to 
favour you with many literary advantages, are conſidera- 
tions, which jultly demand your greatful acknowledgments, 
and ſince you are diſpoled, at this day of prevailing diſſipa- 
tion and infidelity, to devote yourſelf to the ſervice of God, 
in the goſpel of his Son, may it not be viewed as an unequi- 
vocal proof of this pleaſing hope, that you chooſe rather 10 
fuſffer afflition with the peopie of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures. 
of fin for a ſeaſon ? No wonder if this ſhould be the cate, if, 
you bave a due reſpect unto the recompenie of reward. 

The work, to which you are this day to be ſeparated, is 
arduous and pleaſing, laborious and uſeful, folemn and joyful. 
In order that you may not wound the feelings of your triends 
and acquaintance, dilappoint the hopes and expectations of the 

chriſtian 
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- chriſtian ſociety in this place, and fail of the divine appro- 
bation, be careful in your miniſtrations, to ſpeak as the ora- 
cles of God. Search the ſcriptures, and may God open your 
underſtanding, that you may underſtand them. They point 
out your duty and your reward. 9 

To declare the whole counſel of God, and to keep back 
nothing which may be profitable to your people, will require 
much attention, care and diligence. But you are to remem- 
ber, that the whole of your duty does not reſpect the pulpit. 
You may be profited and highly profit your people in pri- 
vate converſation. And if you wiſh to have your preaching 
produce a good moral effect upon their life and converſation, 

be careful to recommend every thing commendable and 

praiſeworthy by your own deportment. Be an example un- 
to the flock in all the great duties of piety and philanthro- 
Py. Let it be your aim to regulate your own conduct by 
the doctrines and moral inſtructions, which you diſpenſe to 
others. This 1s neceſſary to the peace and quiet of your 
own mind ; and without it how can you promiſe yourſelf 
ſucceſs? Though your preaching be ever ſo good, yet if 
your life betray the wicked man, the wolf in ſheep's clothing, 
you will injure the cauſe, which you have profeſſedly advo- 
cated, and contempt and infamy will be your lot. But we 
hope better things of you ; things which will evince your 
regard for the honour and intereſt of religion, your love to 
the Redeemer and to the ſouls of men. 

Your mind is, doubtleſs, impreſſed with a gran 
view of the tranſactions of this day, and of the great tru 
to be committed to you. But is not your heart, in ſome 
meaſure, cheered by the following language of divine conſo- 
lation? Lo I am with you. My grace is ſufficient for you. 


DEAR SIR, 
Accept my beſt wiſhes for your preſent and future haps 
pineſs. I commend you to God and to the word of his 


grace, which is able to eonduct you with honour and ſuc- 


_ ceſs through your miniſtry. May you be a faithful watchman, 
a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. May you not only ſpeak as 
the oracles of God; but diſpenſe the ordinances of the gol- 
pel with fitneſs and ads keep up the —_— of 
p 8 
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God's houſe ; viſit your people uſefully and profitably, and 


baving winned many ſouls to Chriſt, may you finally receive 
from your divine Maſter, that traaſporting eulogy, Fel done 
good and faithful ſervant enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


| Brethren and friends of the Chriſtian Society in this place. 


The external indications of regard for religion, and of 
reſpect for the chriſtian miniſtry, which you have exhibited, 
will do you honour and afford you many comfortable re- 
flections, it they flow from a correſponding temper, and are 
the outward expreſſions of the inward feelings of the heart. 

In the courſe of about eighty-fix years and ſeven months, 

the people, in this place, have been favoured with the ſettled 
miniſtry about ſeventy-eight years and nine months. That 
you, for ſuch a courſe ot years, ſhould be in a ſituation to 
enjoy the regular ſtated adminiſtration of the divine ordin- 
ances, is a conſideration which ſhould excite a tribute of 
praiſe to Him who wwalketh in the midſt of the golden candle- 
flicks, and holdeth the ftars in his right hand. | 

But amidſt all the pleaſing reflections, which fuch a re- 
view can inſpire, we find the tender emotions of grief and 
ſorrow excited. This people have found, that the treaſure 
of the goſpel is put in earthen veſſels. In a little more 
than fourſcore years five. perſons have been introduced into 
the miniſterial office among them. One reſigned his office 
and hath entered into a civil department. Four have not 
been luffered to continue by reaſon of death*. Few places 
have been viſited with heavier trials in this reſpe&, than 
you, my chriſtian friends. Nine months have not yet elapſed 
fiace you were called into mourning, and left as ſheep with- 
out a ſhepherd, by the mortality of that worthy good man 
the Rev. Samuel Langdon, D. B. May you long be profit- 
ed by a pious recollection of the truths and. uſeful inſtruc- 
tions, which he diſpenſed to you. 

The great repairer of breaches, who ſends paſtors among 
thoſe, who deſire and ſeek for the bielvg, hath, as we truſt, | 
in 
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in great loving kindneſs, diſpoſed you to unite in the choice 
of a ſucceſſor, who is, this day, to take the overſight of you 
in the Lord. If his life and health ſhould be continued, 
we flattter ourſelves with the hope, that he will fo diſcharge 
the duties of the miniſtry, as fully to juſtify the choice, you 
have been led to make. 

Let his joy be the joy of you all. While it is his plea- 
{ure and aim to feed the ſheep and the lambs of Chriſt's 
flock, and, in meekneſs, to inſtruct thoſe, who oppoſe them- 


ſelves, F God peradventure, will give them repentence io the 


acknowledgment of the truth, it becomes you to unite with him 
in every meaſure within your reach, which is calculated to 
advance the cauſe and intereſt of religion. 

We wilh well to the man of your choice, and if you wiſh 
to have him feel the happy effects of your continued regard, 
you will not make him an offender for a word. You will 
not put uncandid conſtructions upon his conduct. You will 
not deſert his miniſtrations. You will not be inattentive to 
his moral inſtructions. You will not be gratified fo ſee him 
embarraſſed and perplexed for the want of proper and decent 
ſupport. You will not be pleaſed to ſee his feelings wound- 


ed at any time, or upon any occafion. Far from this will 


be your temper and conduct. 

Brethren, we wiſh you well, and may the God of peace 
bleſs you and your paſtor elect, and make you and him per- 
fect in every good work to do his will; fo that you may be 
{olaced with the bleſſings of love, peace and harmony here, 
and hereafter be admitted to participate in a fulneſs of joy, 
and unceaſing pleaſures at God's right hand. 


Men, Brethren and Fathers of this Aſſembly. 


THE Spirit of inſpiration hath advertiſed us of peril- 
. ous times, and cautioned us not to believe every ſpirii, but to 
try the ſpirits, whether they be of God. Thele things merit 
our ſerious attention at the preſent day, in which a ſpirit of 
error and deluſion rears its frightful head in various forms. 
Are you willing to deſert the good old way, and to imitate 
the example of thoſe, who have grown tired of the guidance 


and inſtruction of Moſes and the Prophets, ol c— 
| this 
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his apoſtles ? Are you willing to adventure forth into ſcenes 
of novelty and dangerous experiment ; to become followers 
of wandering ſtars, or blaizing ſhort-lived meteors, which 
will ſoon leave you in all the horrors of darkneſs. O, be 
wiſe before it be too late, and let me aſſure you, that /e fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom. 

Life and death, the bleſſing and the curſe are ſet before you. 
If Thomas Pain, the author of The Age of Reaſon,” be 
the true prophet, then follow him. Or if the Illuminati, 
who are darkening the world by .their ſyſtem, be the true 
prophets, then follow them. But it Chriſt, the Son of God, 
who is the brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs 


image of his perſon, and who juſtly aſſumes the title, tbe 


light of the world be the true Prophet, then follow him. 

Such features of a divine origin do the holy ſcriptures 
carry in the glorious doctrines, which they teach; in the 
wiſe and ſalutary conduct, which they preſcribe ; in their 
piedictions and correſponding events; and in their riſe and 
progreſs in the world, that I do only apply to thoſe among 
whom the light of the goſpel ſhines, tae words of the Bap- 
tiſt, with which I cloſe. HE THAT BELIEVETH ON THE 
SON HATH EVERLASTING LITE: AND HE THAT BELIEV+ 
ETH NOT THE SON SHALL NOT SEK LIFE 5 BUT THE 
WRATH OF GOD ABIDETH ON HIM. 


A M E N. 
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RESTING fatisfied in the ample teſtimonials of the 
miniſterial qualifications of the perſon on whom we now im- 
pole our hands; and being deſignated by this venerable coun- 
cil to ordain and ſet him apart to the work of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, by charging him before God and holy Angels. We 
do, accordingly, in the name of the council convened, and 
by authority derived from this glorious head of the Church, 
ordain you, Mr. Jaccos ABBor, a miniſter ot the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, a Biſhop, a preſbyter. We now commit to you 
the charge and overſight of this particular flock :—You are 
hereby inveſted with the ſame character and miniſterial autho- 
rity with ourſelves charging you, to take this ſacred and 
very important office upon you, not of conſtraint, but wil- 
lingly—not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 

Take heed to this miniſtry you are now receiving in the 
Lord, to fulfil it. 

Preach the word—be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. 
—reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and doc- 
'trine :—not handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by 
manifeſtation of the truth, commending yourſelf to every 
man's conſcience 1n the ſight of God. 

Preach 
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Preach Jzsvs CHRIST and him crucified, and riſen again 
for our juſtification ; warning every man, and inſtructing 
every man in all wiſdom ; that you may preſent every man 

perſect before God in Chriſt, 

Preach the plain goſpel of Jeſus ; uncorrupted by vain 
philoſophy, and the metaphyſical ſophiſtry of the preſent age : 
— Caſt not a miſt before the eyes of your hearers, by intro- 
ducing metaphyſical diſtinctions, inſtead of plain /cripture 
reaſoning :—nor ever plunge them into tae awful abyſs of 
fataliſm, by pretending to be wiſe above what is written. 
Imitate your great maſter and his apoſtles, adducing plain 
facts, rather than the deceiving words and wiſdom of this 
world. 

| Preach Cnr1sr, the wiſdom of God and the power of 
God to every man, who believeth.— Let your preaching be 
plain, practical, and fervent. Thus be wiſe to win ſouls. 

Adminiſter the ſeals of the new teſtament—Baptiſm, and 

the Lord's ſupper to all proper ſubjects, like a wile and faith- 
ful ſteward over the houſe of Co n between 
the holy and profane. 
Ass much as in you lies, in this enfeebled age of church- 
authority, diſpenſe the primitive diſcipline, which Chriſt has 
appointed in all his churches ; doing nothing by partiality, that 
the miniſtry be not blamed. And bleſs the congregation in 
the name of the Lord. — 

The ſame things we now commmit to you, commit hou to 
others, as providence ſhall call you—But lay hands luddenly 
on NO man. 

Beloved brother, take heed to thyſelf.— Be an example 
to the flock, in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity. — Live the goſpel you preach ; that you may 
be able to ſay to your dear flock, © Be ye followers of me 
as ] am of Chriſt.” 

Take heed to the flock—feed the ſheep —feed the lambs. 

Stir up the gift that is in thee. Give thyſelf to reading, 
mi.iitation, and prayer Meditate on theſe things give thy- 
ſelf wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all 
men. — Thus approve thyſelf a workman, who needeth not 
to be aſhamed; rightly div iding the word of lite; and give 
to every one his portion in due ſeaſon. 


— — .  — 
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In fine, dear fir, we charge you in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and before holy angels, make full proof of thy 
miniſtry—keep thyſelf pure from the blood of precious ſouls. 
Oh! that a deep ſenſe of the worth of ſouls - the ſolemn 
account you will ſhortly have to give up to your great Lord, 
miniſtry. | 

Do you aſk with ſerious concern, who is ſufficient for 
theſe things ? Hear then the language of the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of ſouls directed to you, to every faithful miniſter, 
« Lo! I am with you always,” “My grace is ſufficient for 
you—my ſtrength is made perfect in your weakneſs.” 

Reſt on his faithful promiſe, endure hardneſs as a good 
ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thus be faithful to God, to your own ſoul, and to the 
ſouls of your people—then, all hail the day of your laſt ac- 
count? The chief Shepherd ſhall appear, and place a crown 
of glory, a crown of life eternal on thy head. 


may have an abiding and powerful influence on all your 
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RIGHT HAND of FELLOWSHIP, 


BY THYZ 
Ray. JESSE APPLETON 


IF there be any thing remaining in the human heart, 
which is refined, noble, or dignified, it is ſure to find ſupport, 
and encouragement, in the religion of Jeſus. Every paſhon, 
or defire, which can poffibly be improved to a good purpoſe, 
meets with objects in this religion, on which it may operate 
to advantage. 

Is there in the human breaſt, a thirſt for being, a deſire 
for unlimited exiſtence ? The Goſpel ſpeaks of /ife and im- 
mortality. Do men feel a deſire for knowledge, and a freedom 
from thoſe many doubts, and difficulties, which embarrals all 
their preſent ſpeculations ? The goſpel informs us that after 
death, the good man ſhall enjoy the beſt poſſible advantages 
for extending his knowledge; that tho' he now ſees thruugh 
a glas, darkly, he ſhall then ſee face lo face. Are the ſocial 
feelings implanted in the human heart? Is there an inclina- 
tion in man {lv ate with his fellows; to communicate 
his thoughts and wuclires to others, and receive the like com- 
munications from them? The chriſtian religion promiſes to 
believers, the enjoy ment of the beſt ſociety. They Shall fit 
dgwn with Abraham, Iſauc and Jacob. They [hall be fa- 
miliarly converſant with a ſelect company, choſen from all 


cations, and kindreds, and tongues. Do we feel, within us, a 
deſire 
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deſire of fame, honour, and diſtinction? The goſpel ſpeaks 
of homour, glory aud immortality, of our fitting on thrones, 
and being raiſed to an equality with angels. Is there, in man, 
a kind of attraction, among congenial ſouls ? An inclination 
to form particular attachments ; to enter into ſtrong and 
laſting friendſhips ? This inclination is countenanced, and 
encouraged, both by the general tendency of the chriſtian 
religion, and by the particular example of its divine Author. 

Proceeding trom the love of God, we might naturally ex- 
pect that chriſtianity ſhould bear the marks of its divine ori- 
gin, and tend to promote peace on earth, and good will toward 
men. Accordingly, we find that no exhortations more fre- 
quently occur than thoſe, which would perſuade men to be- 
nevolence, and a tender and affectionate regard for each other, 

Bat the example of Chriſt is ſtill more to our purpoſe. 
He ſelected a certain number of companions, whom he hon- 
oured by the appellation of friends. They were to be partakers 
of his joy or forrow, his honour or reproach. They continu- 
ed with him, in his temptations ; they followed him, in the re- 
generation, and both before and after his aſcenſion, were in- 
ſtrumental of carrying on that new birth or renovated ftate 
of things, in the moral world, which he had originated. 

Among theſe, there was one, who had a particular ſhare 
in his maſter's affections. He was called The diſciple whom 
Jeſus loved. He leaned on Jelus' bolom, and enjoyed the 
moſt honourable familiarity with him. Our Lord had other 
particul:r attachments; ; he loved Lazarus, and wept at his 
tomb. 

From theſe examples of Jeſus Chriſt, it appears that he 
not only enjoined, in his religion, the moſt general and ex- 
tenſive benevolence, but did himſelf indulge the ſocial feel- 
ings. He formed particular attachments, he entered into 
ltrong and Jaſting friendſhips. 

As a miniſter of his religion, and ſtrongly influenced by 
thoſe ſocial feelings, which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf bas ſeen fit 
to patronize, l cheerfully perform the oltice aſſigned me, by 
this ecclefiaitical council. 

Unto you, my Dear Brother, I now give this Right Hand 
of Fellowſhip. By this we acknowledge your abilities, your 

literary 
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literary and moral acquirement, and your regular introduc. 
tion into the chriſtian mininiſtry. 
| We believe, that under the influence of chriſtian princi- 
ples, you will Take heed to yourſelf, and 10 the flock of God, 
over which, the Holy Ghoſt has made you an overſeer : that you 
will count all things but toſs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Jeſus Chrift your Lord. 

We rejoice that you have now 7aken part with us, iu this 
miniſtry ; and we embrace you as our brother and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt. 
We declare our readineſs to communicate with you, in 
all the offices of Chriſtian fellowſhip. Nothing, on our part, 
{hall be wanting to your perſona] happinels, or miniſterial 
ſucceſs, We will rejoice in your joy ; we will weep at your 


ſorrow, and God forbid that we ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in 
ceaſing to pray for you. 
| And while in the fincerity of our ſouls, we tender you, 
theſe our ſervices, we have received your hand, as an un- 
doubted pledge of your willingnels to reciprocate them. 
And now, my Brother, may the Lord bleſs you, and make 
you a faithful labourer in the vineyard of Chriſt. May he 
give you a long, a peaceful and a proſperous miniſtry, and hav- 
ing turned many to righteouſnels, may you, hereafter ine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as a ſtar for ever, aud 
ever, 


Fathers and Brethren of this Church aud Society, 


We congratulate you, on the proſpect, which this day 
opens upon you. Since the death of your late venerable 
miniſter, you have experienced, yourſelves, and manifeſted 
to others, how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell 
together iu unity, 

All the friends of good order and religion, have witneſſed 
with abundant ſatisfact ion, the regularity, caution and una- 
nimity that have uniformly characterized your proceedings. 
They have rejoiced at beholding your order and the ſteadſaſi- 
neſs of your faith, in Chit. 

Fou, this day, behold the happy iſſue of all your endea- 
vours for reſettling the goſpel miniſtry. You behold the man 
in 
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1 in whom, ian and eſteem have centered. Behold now, 
| he is, according to your wiſh, in God's flead. He, alſo is form. 
| ed out of the clay. His terror ſhall not make you afraid, neither 
— fha/l his hand lie heavy upon you: Let him continue to ſhate 
1 large ly in your eſteem and affection. Manifeſt your attach- 
| ment to him, but eſpecially to that Goſpel, the principles of 
1 which, he will unfold, explain, and inculcate. Thus you 
| will give peace to his days and ſueceſs to his miniſtry, Thus 
| you will qualify the beſt deſires of his heart, which, we be- 
| lieve, are directed to your everlaſting intereſt. Forwhat is his 
|  bope, or joy or erown of rejoicing ® Are not euem pe, in the pre- 
| | fence of our Lord Jeſus uw at his — * 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


